
IPAD: THE STARTER KIT

Kirsten Krauth 
gets inspired by 
Apps for and 
about writers

 W
hen you first get an iPad and 
start searching for Apps to 
download, the range on offer 
can be daunting. Where do 

you begin? How do you get your 
money’s worth?

Often the best place to start, as with 
looking for books to read or films to 
watch, can be word-of-mouth. Here I 
have canvassed other writers to see 
which Apps they use most — to help 
with their research, planning and 
writing, or just to inspire their creativity. 

Then there’s the question of what 
to read and where to get your work 
published. Many journals like Seizure 
and Going Down Swinging are producing 
App versions. And most exciting is 
where the iPad is heading … enhanced 
editions. A number of classics like On 
the Road and Alice in Wonderland have 
had a makeover, incorporating video 
and audio, and extra behind-the-scenes 
information, to twist into a new genre.

While I have focused on Apps available 
for iPad, many of the following also 
have iPhone versions. Prices range from 
less than a dollar to $17 for an enhanced 
edition. I have indicated where the App 
is free. Just do a search in iTunes to 
locate the App you’re interested in.

The planning stages:  
where to begin

Storyist helps you start a project from 
scratch with text files, images and story 
sheets. A ‘novel template’ creates a 
manuscript in the standard format 
for publishers, while the ‘screenplay 
template’ helps you start on a film 
script. You can import existing work, 
add annotations to your text as you 
go, and sync with Dropbox — another 
essential App that helps you save your 
work across platforms, so you don’t 
lose it moving from your iPad to your 

laptop to your iPhone to your Facebook 
page to your Twitter account to your …

With a friendly user interface, Evernote 
is a free App that helps you create 
notebooks on a particular character 
or theme, tag them so they’re fully 
searchable, and add lists or links to 
URLs. You can also add audio (record 
yourself) or import images, and use 
a location tracker to link entries to 
where you’re situated, a great research 
tool. ‘The Trunk’ has links to other 
Apps, handy resources, that work 
with Evernote. You can also write 
collaboratively and share notebooks with 
other users, and all notebooks can be 
sorted by date updated, created or title. 
The App works across all devices and 
syncs to your Mac or Windows desktop.

If you’re creating a memoir or want 
to write a diary, MyMemoir offers the 
chance to manage a number of journals 
(password protected if you need 
privacy) on the go. You can add video 
and photos to individual entries and 
move content into PDFs or e-pubs.

Other helpful Apps to get your writing 
project moving include: 

 — Ruminate: for plot structure and 
character arcs at a glance

 — Writer’s Studio: graphic interface 
allows you to create your own books 
and draw by hand

 — Penultimate: write by hand on a 
selection of papers

 — Corkulous: a digital corkboard with a 
great user interface where you can 
post stickynotes, do filing and map 
out your narrative visually

 — free reference materials like 
Shakespeare (includes all his 
texts) and Mirriam Webster 
(comprehensive dictionary).

Writers on the map

With its use of mapping and the ability 
to check in and type on the run, iPads 
offer the ideal way to explore a region, 
and a number of Apps offer a literary 
slant to locations:

 — Melbourne Literary is a 
comprehensive guide to all that is 
book-ish in the city including details 
of local writers, information about 
festivals and events, guides to 

bookstores and publishers, or what 
to read that’s set in Melbourne (you 
can then buy the books online).

 — Australian Poetry is a free App that 
maps the nation’s poets with details 
of their writings along with links to 
poetry-friendly publishers.

 — Varuna is creating A Writer-a-Day 
App to celebrate 20 years of writers’ 
retreats in the Blue Mountains. 
Available in January 2012, you’ll be 
able to hear 365 writers reading from 
their work (see ‘Around the State’ on 
page 24).

Journals go digital

Many journals are offering App versions 
at a significantly reduced cost. It’s good 
to see a healthy Australian contingent 
here and the chance to read some 
exciting up-and-coming writers working 
across all genres. Some Apps are simply 
paper-based journals putting their 
articles online, while others have been 
created specifically for the digital arena, 
offering audio and visuals alongside 
standard text:

 — Zinio: The first place to start looking 
with over 4,000 magazines and 
journals. You can browse free 
content or search through favourite 
subjects, and save all your mags 
in a library for future use. In Art 
there’s a ‘Literary’ section with 
a great range of international 
publications for purchase.

 — Electric Literature: Includes fiction 
from high-calibre contemporary 
writers like Rick Moody (The Ice 
Storm) and Michael Cunningham 
(The Hours). A quarterly anthology 
of their chosen five best short 
stories, distributed across all media 
and incorporating video, audio and 
images. A free version has a few 
sample articles but each edition 
costs $5.49.

 — Sleepers Publishing: Melbourne indie 
publishing house Sleepers makes 
available its beautiful collection of 
200 short stories and links you to a 
community of writers. 

 — Going Down Swinging: The 
wonderful Australian journal goes 
digital incorporating film, animation, 
spoken word, poetry and fiction. You 
can also download the e-pub version 
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from the website with offerings 
like Rosanna Stevens translating 
Dorothy Porter’s poetry into music 
for the cello. Issue 31 is $5.

 — Seizure: The new Sydney-based 
magazine has a free App version with 
sample articles including the Centre’s 
own Sam Twyford-Moore’s short 
story ‘Horse Meat’ and ‘The Chronic’, 
Sunil Badami’s fixation on a particular 
place to eat ramen noodles.

Enhanced editions

Apps offer an opportunity to re-think 
the book with extras including video 
and audio. Some just digitise the text, 
adding an audio option of someone 
reading it, while others are wonderful 
works of imagination, working like a 
blend of fiction and documentary, often 
featuring writers speaking about their 
work. Here’s a selection of the best:

 — Penguin Plays Rough: If you buy the 
book (Penguin Plays Rough Book of 
Short Stories), the App is free. Given 
that many of the short pieces in 
the PPR book are performative, it 
makes sense to include audio of the 
writers reading their work aloud. 
Much of the writing is dynamic and 
highlights include ‘All that Pap’ and 
‘From Peasant to Proletariat: An 

Autotwitography’. 

 — TS Eliot’s The Waste Land gives 
an indication of how successful a 
book App can be, making a profit 
on its lavish production in just six 
weeks. There’s the poem in full with 
detailed notes as you read, and 
audio readings by Eliot himself, Alec 
Guinness, Ted Hughes and Viggo 
Mortensen. Fiona Shaw performs 
the entire text plus there’s video of 
others like poet Seamus Heaney 
giving their perspective. Most 
exciting (for editors like me) was 
inclusion of the original manuscript 
with notes by Ezra Pound.

 — David Eagleman’s Sum – Tales from 
the Afterlives includes narration 
of chapters by Stephen Fry, Jarvis 
Cocker and Emily Blunt, each a 
wonderful counterpoint to the text, 
plus there’s video of Eagleman 
delving further into his creation.

 — Jack Kerouac’s On the Road features 
the full text; resources on the author 
including images, his essays on 
writing and the Beats; footage of 
him reading; maps of the trip and 
Kerouac’s own map drawings; and 
archives surrounding the book’s 
publication and critics’ reaction.

 — Children’s books The Heart of the 
Bottle and Alice in Wonderland give 

an idea of the imaginative reading 
worlds the next generations will 
encounter, incorporating animation, 
wonderful tactile experience and 
humorous puzzles (my two-year-
old had no trouble navigating these 
worlds).

 — SimulatedPeople offers an 
experimental graphic novel for 
grownups, characters and text 
emerging as you touch the screen.

 — Other enhanced fiction editions 
include Nick Cave’s Bunny Munro 
and Phillip Pullman’s The Good Man 
Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ.

Although it feels like many Apps are still 
in the early stages of development — 
working out how to position themselves 
to users — the above are just a 
sprinkling of what’s currently available 
to writers. As more writers become 
iPad-literate or even start thinking 
about creating Apps themselves, the 
possibilities for innovation in literature 
are opening up to us. 

If you have come across any wonderful 
Apps, email details <editor@nswwc.
org.au> and we can hopefully revisit 
this topic in a future edition as the 
technology evolves

AROUND THE STATE

Spring hits the far  
north coast

If there’s one thing we do well up here 
on the far north coast, it’s warm days 
and sunshine. This is a wonderful time 
of year to be living in paradise. The 
days are getting longer and warmer, the 
sunsets later and more stunning, and 
the nights have lost their bitter edge. 

At the Writers’ Centre, we’ve been 
working hard to wrap up after 
attempting our largest ever Byron Bay 
Writers’ Festival. Two hundred invited 
guests, seven marquees, nineteen 
workshops, fifteen off-site and evening 
events, and more than 190 volunteers. 
It was a mammoth task by anyone’s 
reckoning and certainly one of our most 
memorable festivals yet.

The later half of August and the 
beginning of September were taken up 
with post-Festival wrap-ups — getting 
writers home safely, sending out thank 
you letters, and paying all the bills. And 
with barely a breath to spare, we were 
straight back into Centre business.

Claire Scobie ran two workshops earlier 
this month; both proved popular 
and were thoroughly enjoyed by all 
participants. We’re collaborating with 
ABC Open to run workshops in digital 
storytelling in October and November, 
and we’re working closely with local 
high schools to support their English 
Extension 2 students, as well as working 
on other exciting programs designed to 
support literacy in schools. 

Most exciting of all, though, is that 
we’ve invited writers, editors and 
other industry professionals with a 
proven track record as workshop and 

seminar presenters to submit to us 
their workshop proposals for 2012. 
Expressions of Interest are now open 
and people wanting to submit their 
proposals should contact Siboney Duff 
<siboney@nrwc.org.au> and request 
submission guidelines. Submissions 
close 30 September and the Calendar 
of Workshops and Seminars for 2012 is 
scheduled to be released in November. 

To find out more about the Northern 
Rivers Writers’ Centre, and to see what’s 
happening, visit <www.nrwc.org.au>.

Siboney Duff, Writer Development Manager, 

Northern Rivers Writers’ Centre
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